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Delta re-design
3 CALFED plans draw
farmers’ criticism

By Dianne Bacth
and ,Jim Nickles
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SACRAMENTO -- State and federal officials studying a permanent fix to California’s chronic water
problems unveiled three options Monday for re-engin~ring the l~lta, including a highly rated - and
i,,’-nmediately controversial -- plan to ship water 42 miles around the estuary.

While CALFED directors r~t~atedly said they have not recommended one ~lan over
another yet. the report they released ranked a modified i~lta bypass much higher than.
:he other alternatives.

The state’s water leader~ made a strong show of support for the CALFED process and
tried to downplay and distance the proposal from the hugely controversial and failed
[982 plan to construct a Peripheral Canal.

"q’ht~ i,, not the same plan." CALLED director Lester Snow said. noting that the latest
~ _~.:,.~ r~r,.~p,~’~al would carry about half as much water as the doomed Peripheral Canal.

"Thczc 1., ~,~n,__, t,~ be’ .: ccr’~d~..racy r’or everyone to pick out their favorite bumper sticker, and the people who
d~, that are r~,,t try~z~,__z r,~ help re.,olve this problem." Snow said.
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.~[cP~ak ’,aid she still supports a common pool t’or everyone and. in a symbolic _~esture. raised a glass or"
~ ater and ot’fered to share it. Critic,,, of a Delta bypass have said their worst fear is ~at the ~st or" the state
forgets a~ut the ~lta and leaves it to the l~ai community to ~store.

Report h~ i~ eriti~

CAL~D’s latest proposals alamed environmentalists and ~ita fame~, who ~id they remain opposed to
any move to dive~ water ~fore it ~aches the troubled ~sma~, ~e largest on ~� W~st Coast and the hub
of the state’s water-supply system.

"We’re going to go to the mat on it," said St~kton water attorney D~te Nomellini, a s~kesman for the
Central Delta Water Agency. "As we see it, (a ~nal is) the end of the Delta.".

California votem turned down the Peripheral Canal, ~ :rich would have ca~ed flows from ~e Sac~mento
R:~ e: -- the Delta’s biggest tMbutary -- around the e~tem side of the Delta di~ctly to the state and fede~l
expo~ pumps near Tracy.

Proponen~ say such a canal would minimize ~e pumps’ tendency to reveme flows in the San Ioaquin River
an~ pull endangered salmon. Delta smelt and other fish into the backwater sloughs of the south Delta.

But opponents say a canal would dev~tate the ~Ita.

"The Delta is sufferin~ from a lack of freshwater flows." said Bill lennings, who hea~ DeltaKeeper, a
Stcckton-based anu-pollutien camp..fi~n "They’re proposing diverting a lar~er potion of the Delta’s
fresh~’ater flows before it gets to the Delta."

He said CAL~D is f~using too much on increasing ex~ from ~e ~lta and ignoring more
cost-effective strategies to i~prove supply, such m conservation, pricing water at fair-market rates and
retiring the Central Vailey’s most marginal f~l~d.

"It’s the old fixes in new clothing." he said. "Clearly, ~ emphmis is on ~e failed effo~ of the past to
create new storage and incre~e flows south of Oe ~lta, to increase ~x~ ....I’m concerned that fixing
the ~lta hm taken a back ~a~ to greater security for wa~¢r ex~."

Delta ~a~em were equally adamant in their criticism.

Alex Hildebrand, a Manteca fa~er and a mem~r o~ ~ Bay-~Ita Adviso~ Council, an adviso~ group
that is suppo~d to ~ helping croft CAL~D’s plans. ~id C~FED officials obviously favor the
around-the-Delta option and have shut out the adviso~ group from the decision-making pr~ess.

Despite assurances ~rom CALFED officials, ~ sta~e’s biggest water ~x~ers could drain the ~lta d~ in
a drough~ year. he said.

"There’, no way that you can guarantee that the canal would not ~ o~rated to the detriment of the Delta."
he said. "That’s nol only a threat to us farmers but ~he emire Delta ecosystem. [e ~ould ~come an inland ~a

E’002698
E-002698



A~,c~nhlvn~,tn M~ch,tel Machad(). D-Linden. ~aid he supp~)rt~ CALFED hu{ called anv option n~andaling
P~r~phcr~tl Canal a "non’,l:~rter" and an "impedinmnl {o buildm~ con.~en,~u~ on Cali{’ornia’s ~a~¢r future."

"If pu.,,h comes to ~hove and a canal is built, them ar~ no ~uaranlees to D~Ita water users how the canal
would b~ ol~rated," he said.

A number or" environmental groups have formed the Environmental Water Caucus to fight the plan. Tom
Graff. senior attorney o{" the Environmental D~fense Fund, said it is nothing more than a "repackaging
tired ideas" with an overreliance on "concrete ralher than proven innovations of" water conservation."

"CALFED seems intent on ignoring the lessons of history," (]raft said. "This is a document stuck in
reverse, a wishful &,rowback to the era of big dams, sterile channels and lif:less canals."

The Natural Resources D~fense Council, the Sierra Club and the Pacific Coast Fishermen’s Association
joined in a chorus of opposition, particularly to CALFED’s proposals.

The best shot

But others, including stat~. Sen. Jim Costa, D-Fresno, called CALFED the "last, best chance" for the state to
address its water problems. "California will have 18 million more people by the year 2025," Costa said.
"This is about preparing for that. We cannot afford to fail."

CALFED’s three proposals are a through-Delta plan, ranked by the agency as the least likely to address
export or water-supply issues; a modified through-Delta conveyance, ranked high for Delta water quality
but low for flexibility, water supply and exports; and a canal that would divert 80 percent of the Delta
exports from just below Sacramento east around the Delta.

That means a concrete canal would be built to hold most of the nearly 6 million acre-feet of water now
pumped out of the Delta for the state and federal water projects.

In an average water year, the Delta receives about 24 million acre-feet in freshwater runoff from the
Sierra.

Each of the three plans would cost $8 billion to $10 billion, with the canal being the most expensive.

All three include a variety of measures, including construction of reservoirs in Sacramento and San Joaquin
counties, ecosystem and levee improvements in the Delta, and changes in water flows to restore fresh flows
that currently go through the Delta to supply drinking water to two-thirds of the state’s population and
irrigate 200 crops.

Each alternative will be up for public debate in a ~eries of a dozen hearings scheduled up and down the state
in next 75 days. No hearings are set in San Joaquin County.

Gov. Pete Wilson signed an agreement with the federal government three years ago to create CALFED.

He said he expects a final recommendation the three proposals by the end of the year.

It will ultimately be up to the governor and U.S. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt to decide the direction to
take.

E--002699
E-002699



Lt. Go~,. Gr.,y Davi.,,. one oi th~ D~m~x:r~t~¢ ¢~nd~d.’~l~.,,..,,upport~d lh~ Per~ph~r.,l C-,n~d but. lik~
ha~, ,,,~td he ~,~II wa~t .,nd ~ ’~h~t CALFED r~:omn~nd.,, l~l"ur~ l~k~n~ a po.,,~tion on the n~w plan.

RCp. J.’,ne H.’,rm.’,n. D-Rolling Hills, ~nother ¢:~ndid.’,t¢. d~clined to .’,n.~wer questions .-,bout it.
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